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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Dear friends in Christ:
Picture the place where our main facility rests.
Consider those dark buildings around our sunny
courtyard, pleasant and serene. Now, instead of steel
and stone, trees and verdant lawn, imagine that entire
area as a body of water. Envision a lake of similar
size but oblong, nestled in a modest city in northern
Greece. You are now at the heart of Drama, the place
where, in early December, we returned that ancient
manuscript featured elsewhere in this issue. In the
city center of Drama is Lake Barbara, named for the
local patron saint whose feast day coincided with our
visit. It’s surely a quaint scene today, but the longer
history is a bit more complicated.
Back in the fourteenth century, before it was
a lake, it was a church. The chapel to St. Barbara
once stood where the lake is now, until 1380 when
Ottoman invaders tried to convert the building
for other uses. I say “tried” because local lore is
that when renovation began, the chapel started to
sink into the soil dotted with mineral springs. Its
foundations flooded and the whole building collapsed
into the rising water. And this is no fairy tale, because
you can still see submerged columns at one end
of the lake. As we often learned while we were in
Greece, there is always much more to discover. Even a
charming lake is more than it first appears.
But you don’t really understand this lake and
absent church until the eve of the feast of St. Barbara.
Then, in cold December darkness, the truth is at last
seen—in boats. As they have for generations, the
children of this community build hundreds of small
boats, brightly decorated, bearing their own names,
loaded with lit candles, and launched onto the lake
in a flotilla of light. With the building now sunk, it’s
the only way to mark prayers to the saint. The lake
is therefore now a wide and watery altar where the
youngest in the faith still launch their bright hope.
At first, it looks like ordinary child’s play. Without the
full story, you just don’t know what they’re doing.
I now see that in returning the codex, we didn’t
know what we were doing, either. We thought we
did. We thought we were doing the right thing by
restoring a treasure. But we didn’t really know what
we were doing. Drama is in a grindingly poor rural
region. For centuries, the area was conquered by
one invader after another. We met elderly residents
who as children saw heinous genocides wipe out

whole towns. In
short, these people
have always been
disregarded. So
when our little band
of “heterodox”
(that’s us) heard
their plea, crossed
an ocean, and
returned their
precious book, they
were in awe. They
called it nothing less
than a miracle.
James Nieman
My point is not
our deeds but their
vision. Northern Greece is not innately more spiritual.
Yet its people do expect the Spirit’s work, expect holy
mercy even though they are regularly disregarded. No
wonder they saw the codex’s return as just “the first
of Jesus’ signs” (John 2.11), with more to come. Or
saw it like Jesus’ healing of the woman bent double
(Luke 13.10-17), where divine action overwhelms
human effort. Or saw it obeying Jesus’ instruction on
giving alms (Matthew 6.3), a pure gift in which the
left hand knows not what the right hand is doing.
By the gift of faith they had eyes of faith to see that
there is always much more to discover.
In returning the codex, we didn’t know what we
were doing. In the end, this gift is changing us, and
leads me to ponder our mission. We form visionary
leaders to bear witness to the good news of Jesus
Christ. But those leaders launch onto rough waters
amidst storms of hostility and division, while most of
our neighbors remain largely disregarded. How can
the “vision” of those leaders become the resilient
spiritual expectation we saw in Greece? How can we
nurture a vision aligned with God’s ways—seeking
mercy, finding joy, declaring hope? How can the codex
remain a gift to us, helping us see that, in Christ,
there is always much more to discover?

James Nieman
President
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NEWS FROM LSTC

Rafael Malpica Padilla to preach at LSTC’s
157th commencement

Rafael Malpica Padilla

Administration in India, and by Trinity Lutheran Seminary
in Ohio. In 2013 the Synod Council of the ELCA Caribbean
Synod awarded him the title Bishop Emeritus.

On May 21, the Rev. Rafael
Malpica Padilla, executive
director of the Global
Mission program unit of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA) will preach
at LSTC’s 157th Eucharist
and Commencement Service.
The service will be held at
2:30 p.m. at St. Thomas the
Apostle Catholic Church,
5472 South Kimbark Avenue,
Chicago.

LSTC PhD grad returns to coordinate
International Student Services
May May Latt recently joined
LSTC’s staff as International
Student Services Coordinator.
Latt graduated in 2012
from LSTC with a PhD in
Hebrew Bible. Since 2012,
she has traveled to her home
country of Burma (Myanmar)
regularly and taught at
the Myanmar Institute of
Theology, as well as the
Lisu Theological Seminary
of Myanmar. Before coming
May May Latt
back to Chicago, she worked
as a Burmese interpreter for
several agencies, and volunteered as a Burmese community
liaison for the American Baptist Churches USA-WI. Latt also
works at the American Theological Library Association as a
metadata analyst.
She lives in Glendale, Wis., with her husband, Thomas
Blanton, and stepson, Zachary Demko.
“LSTC and Chicago have always felt like home for me,”
Latt said. “I am so blessed to serve as the International
Student Service Coordinator to this diverse community of
students from across the globe.”

Since this year’s commencement falls during the
Reformation quincentenary, we sought a preacher who
knows the breadth of global Lutheranism, and Rev. Malpica
Padilla was the obvious choice,” said James Nieman,
president. “From his own experience as a pastor and
bishop, to his ELCA leadership with global partners and
theological education, Rafael will enrich our celebration
with his visionary perspective and grounding in the gospel.”
As executive director of the Global Mission program
unit of the ELCA, Pastor Malpica Padilla oversees the
ELCA’s worldwide program that deepens relationships and
cooperation with Lutheran churches in approximately 90
countries through an accompaniment model for mission.
Each year, ELCA Global Mission provides nearly $40 million
in grants to companions, international scholarships, and
financial and programmatic support for the work of over 230
missionaries. This includes Young Adults in Global Mission,
volunteers in other countries, and 40 Chicago-based staff.
Before becoming executive director in 2003, Malpica
Padilla served in several positions with the ELCA’s Division
for Global Mission from 1993 to 2003. He was bishop of
the ELCA’s Caribbean Synod from 1987-1993 and a parish
pastor in Puerto Rico following his ordination in 1981. His
extensive international and ecumenical experience includes
service as an election observer in Haiti and El Salvador,
a member of the executive committee of Church World
Service, a member of the board of directors of Lutheran
World Relief, and advisor to the Council of Lutheran World
Federation (LWF), and a member of the LWF negotiation
team with the state of Israel for the tax case of Augusta
Victoria Hospital in Jerusalem.
Malpica Padilla has been awarded honorary doctor of
divinity degrees by Newberry College in South Carolina, by
the Academy of Ecumenical Indian Theology and Church

LSTC, McCormick issue joint policy
statement regarding immigration
enforcement
On March 2, LSTC and McCormick Theological Seminary
issued a “Joint Policy Statement Regarding Immigration
Enforcement.” In an email to their schools, LSTC President
James Nieman and McCormick President Frank Yamada
outlined the seminaries’ shared “commitment to the wellbeing of immigrants and refugees in our midst, especially
in light of recent actions by the executive branch that may
threaten their safety and security.”
The schools worked together on a policy statement
because LSTC and McCormick have shared many
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programs, personnel and services for years. These include
international students and staff who work and live in the
seminaries’ connected facilities and shared programs which
provide services for international participants. Nieman
and Yamada stated that “because these overlaps are so
extensive and fundamental, a joint policy for response
has become essential.”
The presidents note that beyond the schools’
interwoven history, LSTC and McCormick share a “trust
in God’s way of abundant life for all, which compels us to
respect and defend the immigrant in our midst” (Leviticus
19.33-34, CEB).
The joint statement affirms the seminaries’ missions
as Christian academic institutions with longstanding
commitments to the biblical mandate to protect the most
vulnerable. It clarifies for students, faculty and staff LSTC’s
and McCormick’s support of the goals and values of Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and the Development,
Relief, and Education for Alien Minors Act (DREAM Act). It
also outlines how the schools will deal with requests from
each of the U.S. immigration enforcement agencies, the role
of on-campus security personnel and other details related to
the recent executive orders on immigration.
A pdf of the joint statement is available on LSTC’s
website, at About> News> March 2.

Pickett joined the LSTC
faculty in 2009. The Public
Church curriculum that he
helped to develop for the
seminary has been named
one of the most innovative
in North America.
“I am deeply grateful to
faculty, students and staff
at LSTC for the opportunity
to live out my vocation as
teacher and scholar,” said
Raymond Pickett
Pickett. “LSTC has been a
stimulating environment to
share in the formation of visionary leaders for the church.
It has been especially gratifying to work with colleagues
and students in developing the Public Church curriculum
these past three years. I look forward to taking what I
have learned from the collaborative work we have done at
LSTC to the role of Rector at Pacific Lutheran Theological
Seminary as they move down from their campus on the
hill into the city of Berkley to offer a more contextuallyengaged model of theological education. These are
challenging times that call for leaders able to mobilize the
church to be more engaged in their communities and in the
struggle for justice.”
As Rector, Pickett will be responsible for overseeing
the life and administration of PLTS. He will report to
California Lutheran’s Vice President of Mission and Identity
and will work alongside the seminary’s Dean, who reports
to California Lutheran’s Provost.
Pickett was ordained in 1989 and was the pastor of
congregations in Kansas and Oklahoma. He earned his
PhD from the University of Sheffield, England. His recent
scholarship on Luke-Acts interprets the texts through
a political theology lens. He has written and presented
on economic aspects of New Testament texts and their
significance for today’s contexts. He is the author of The
Cross in Corinth: The Social Significance of the Death of Jesus
(Sheffield Academic Press, 1997) and “Conflicts at Corinth”
in Christian Origins: A People’s History of Christianity (Fortress
Press, 2005) as well as a number of articles. Pickett lives
out his commitment to bringing faith into the public
sphere in his research, writing and involvement with local
faith-based community organizing.

Professor Ray Pickett named as Rector of
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary
Raymond Pickett, professor of New Testament at LSTC,
has been named to serve as Rector of Pacific Lutheran
Theological Seminary, a graduate school of California
Lutheran University. His service there will begin 1 June
2017. See the news release on the Pacific Lutheran
Theological Seminary and California Lutheran University
websites for more details.
“This news about Ray is accompanied by quite mixed
feelings,” said James Nieman, president. “I am very sad
to lose such a fine and faithful faculty member who has
contributed so much to our school. At the same time,
I am hopeful about Ray’s new calling, grateful for our
partnership with PLTS, and confident he will enrich the
ELCA conference of seminary leaders. We congratulate
our colleagues at California Lutheran for seeing in Ray the
leadership and innovation we have long known.”
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LSTC, neighborhood partners welcome
refugee families
by Sara Trumm

It was 18 months ago that staff, faculty and students from
the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago and other
nearby congregations and institutions began exploring how
to co-sponsor a refugee family in Hyde Park.
Just before Christmas, the first family arrived. The
second family arrived in mid-February. RefugeeOne, the
largest resettlement agency in Chicago, worked with LSTC
and partners Augustana Lutheran, 57th St Meeting of Friends,
Hyde Park Union Church, University of Chicago Lab School,
and more recently Ancona School, to make this happen.
Although many folks at LSTC were away for the
holidays, the first family received a warm welcome through
the collaborative efforts of all participating organizations
and those who remained on campus. There was an equally
warm welcome in February.
RefugeeOne guided the Hyde Park Refugee Project
through the various ways of providing support. Most
refugees to Chicago are placed on the north side, closer to
RefugeeOne’s offices and resources. However, as the number
of refugees has increased greatly in the past year or two,
Hyde Park is now considered an additional area to create
community, resources and opportunities for refugee families.

A volunteer prepares the kitchen.

Community responds to need
It didn’t take long to raise financial support, find volunteer
mentors and tutors, gather donated household items and
furniture, and identify community resources. The response
of the community was so overwhelming that plans were set
to co-sponsor a second family.
Organizers have already learned much about how to
provide hospitality and a smooth transition while helping
the refugees attain self-reliance as quickly as possible. In
their exuberance to welcome them, those close to the Hyde
Park Refugee Project learned to give the new residents time
and space to adjust, to heal from possible trauma, to respect
their privacy and sense of security, and to let them establish
themselves independently in this new environment.
The cultural adjustment for both refugees as well
as sponsors is significant. Both are navigating language
barriers, religious sensitivities and countless procedures.
For those who are in close relationship with the families,
RefugeeOne offers training and guidance, experience and
wisdom. For most on LSTC’s campus, the task is simply to
be helpful and patient neighbors.
In February, the LSTC community held an informational
and fundraising dinner. Leaders shared information about
how to best support refugees during the transition to a
different political administration in the U.S. They also shared
particulars of co-sponsoring refugees and led a conversation
about inter-religious engagement.

Volunteers put together bedroom furniture.

To learn more or support the work of
the Hyde Park Refugee Project, go to:
www.refugeeone.org/HydeParkRefugeeProject
or email hydeparkrefugeeproject@gmail.com

Trumm is program coordinator of A Center for Christian-Muslim
Engagement for Peace and Justice at LSTC.
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What does a wise leader look like?
A conversation with Michael Shelley and Mark Swanson

Michael Shelley and Mark Swanson

Over cups of coffee in the Refectory, Michael Shelley
and Mark Swanson discussed wise leadership, with
the discussion taking delightful detours to Cairo,
Egypt (they both lived, taught, served there), how
being missionaries shaped them, the gifts of being
an introvert, today’s political and interreligious
climate, and the blessings of LSTC—colleagues and
students. As long-time friends, their lives and values
are clearly interwoven, so much that they almost
seem to finish one another’s sentences.

What is a wise leader?
Mark: I don’t think you can teach wisdom. It is a gift of
the spirit, and it comes to one gradually. We can teach
skills such as listening, paying attention, refraining from
overly quick speech. We want to learn for ourselves, and
share with students, the art of paying attention—which is
hard when we all carry engines of mass distraction in our
pockets. Critical to being a wise pastor or teacher or leader
is learning how to attend to, how truly to pay attention to
the human being in front of us.
Leadership takes all kinds of shapes and forms.
Sometimes people don’t realize there is also leadership
that’s not out in front of people. Leaders can also be
behind the scenes setting the table, or sitting at the
table and enabling a conversation. Those are different
images of leadership—that some leaders work best
alongside or even from behind.

Shelley is director of LSTC’s A Center of Christian-Muslim
Engagement for Peace & Justice (CCME). Swanson is the Harold
S. Vogelaar Professor of Christian-Muslim Studies and Interfaith
Relations and associate director of CCME.
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Michael: One example of less public leadership is sitting
beside someone in a hospital bed or in hospice care and
just being present, and being able to pray even when the
other may not be conscious.

In the inter-religious community that sometimes
means simply showing up at meetings. I know of
colleagues for whom that can mean sitting through hours
of conversation in a language they don’t know, without
many opportunities to say anything. But simply showing
up is important.

Mark: I think it’s all of a piece: whether you’re engaging in
community organizing or sitting at a hospital bedside, one
is called to be present and attentive, and ready to pray.

Michael: One of the things I’ve learned from my Muslim
friends is hospitality. They have a great way of bringing
people together and sharing food and interesting
conversation.

How have your experiences with other faith
communities shaped your own ministries, and
what you try to teach students?

Mark: Hospitality is such a rich biblical theme. I think that
LSTC is a place to train ourselves and our students in the
exercise of hospitality—how to be good hosts and good
guests. That’s one reason our overseas trips are important,
not only because they’re great ways of learning about
church history and inter-religious relations and so on,
but also because they provide practice at being a guest,
practice at graciously and gratefully entering someone
else’s space, where we have to be taught again how to do
really basic things, like how to eat or how to wash.

Michael: One thing we don’t want to do especially in
an interfaith community is impose. In cross-cultural
experiences, we learn to listen and learn from others.
Mark: And then what becomes important is dialogue—
our missionary background taught us that—along with
humility and a sense of humor.
Michael: Wise leaders also know their limitations. We tend
to think of our strengths. We also need to be ready to
acknowledge our limitations. We can’t do everything…

Michael: What I’ve learned from refugees in Cairo is to be
open to learning from everyone on this journey of life. I’ve
seen refugees remain faithful, hopeful in the some of the
most difficult circumstances. And they’re very resourceful.
I’ve learn a lot from my Egyptian colleagues and friends,
some with the most rudimentary education. I’ve learn that
very often there’s no one way to do things, that other
people have discovered ways that work better for them and
sometimes for me as well. A wise person stays attentive
and listens to everyone, because everyone has learned basic
lessons from life that can benefit others.

Mark: Which is why as missionaries, a team emphasis is
so important. The same is true of our life here at LSTC
with colleagues.

What are some important things for pastors/
leaders to do as wise leaders in a multi-religious
world in which we live—no matter where
they serve?

Mark: I have always been moved by the witness of our
international students; they sometimes have really moving
stories to tell about how their faith sustains them in very
trying circumstances.
This is important, also for our Public Church curriculum:
it emphasizes action—but how is this to be sustained? One
of my Muslim students once did a presentation in which he
stressed that Islam has to do with body, mind, and heart—
what you do, what you believe, and the piety or spirituality
that sustains it all. In theological education we’re constantly
struggling to get that balance right. Right now at LSTC, our
work on Spiritual Formation as part and parcel of the Public
Church curriculum is a way of getting at this.

Mark: Visit! Be prepared to drink lots of coffee and tea. Get
to know the faith communities in your neighborhood. We
live in multi-religious environments; let’s get to know them.
Michael: Get to know people. Make friends, practice
hospitality, look for ways to be in solidarity, to know
how to be both host and guest.
Mark: Thanks for bringing up solidarity. Situations
change, and we need to be able to respond. We need to
be flexible enough to respond to the particular needs of
a particular moment.
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What I did during J-Term

Members of the Reading the Bible through Multicultural Perspectives class; instructor Cheryl Pero front row, far left, next to Jose Rodriguez-Paez
(in the blue shirt)

At LSTC, the fall semester ends the second week of
December and the spring semester begins the first week
of February. What happens during that month in between?
All kinds of learning. Here is what a few people did during
January Term, also known as J-Term.

Evangelism class strengthens public church
For Sarah Derrick, it was a last minute decision to enroll
in an evangelism class. A few days before her scheduled
return to Chicago, she decided to stay around her Columbia,
S.C., home longer. When she skimmed a list of courses at
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, one on evangelism
caught her eye.
“I experienced the most discomfort as I thought what
a course on evangelism could possibly entail, so I went with
it,” she said.
Over 14 days spent with the students at Southern, she
learned about evangelism as public witness, and how it
fits with LSTC’s public church curriculum. “As ministerial
leaders, we’re trained to engage the public sphere in our
lives of ministry. Our theology, implicitly and explicitly,
has public implications. That isn’t a question, it’s a reality
we must critically engage. It isn’t are we—but instead how
are we proclaiming Christ crucified and resurrected to our
neighbors? Who are we proclaiming the good news is for?”
Through this evangelism course, Derrick said she
learned that, yes, sometimes evangelism looks like
explicitly telling someone how God is active in your life.
But also, evangelism looks like a public witness of a public
faith—how our theologies manifest in our neighborhoods
and communities.
“This class was essential to my understanding of
public church. I give thanks for last minute decisions that
gave me much more than time with family at home. I also
received another opportunity to ask what it means to be
public church.”

Students gain multicultural perspectives
on the Bible
During J-Term, Jose Rodriguez-Paez, a first-year master of
divinity student, took the on-campus course, Reading the
Bible through Multicultural Perspectives. Dr. Cheryl Pero
was the instructor for the two-and-a-half-week intensive.
A number of doctoral students as well as those preparing
for pastoral ministry took the class.
Rodriguez-Paez, who is from Venezuela, was interested in
the multicultural component of the class and the opportunity
to keep an open perspective when reading the Bible. He also
liked that it was offered at LSTC.
“I learned more than I had expected,” he said. “It
was interesting to see how the interpretation of the same
scriptures can vary so much from one country, culture, or
situation to another and to analyze how the same passage
can vary based on the translation itself. It was rewarding to
be exposed to the languages and cultures of many students
under Dr. Pero’s guidance.”
The course reminded Rodriguez-Paez of the “importance of remaining open to the fact that there is not a
single (correct) interpretation of the Bible. Reading the
scriptures can be enriched when you take into account the
knowledge and wisdom of others.”
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‘Meeting God in Cuba’ over J-term

named for him, and learned how its efforts improve Cuba’s
economic and social conditions. The group closed out its
visit to the center by singing the Black National Anthem,
“Lift Every Voice and Sing.”
A recurring topic on the trip was racism in Cuba,
Menn said. While Cuba’s official ideology is equality
(equal under the law), part of the country’s legacy is the
more than one million Africans forcibly brought to Cuba
through the transatlantic slave trade. Among people
of color (those inside and outside of Cuba), economic
inequalities are returning.
Tourist activities weren’t allowed under the terms of
their religious delegation status, but the group enjoyed
nature during a visit to a historic Presbyterian Church built
on a beach—the first church built (during the 1990s) since
the Revolution of 1959. During the final days in Havana,
they enjoyed the rich culture of Cuban jazz, art, sculpture,
street performance, architecture, food, and the famous
1950s cars (almondrones).
“Throughout everything we did, we saw and felt a sense
of hope,” wrote Katie Jacob in LSTC’s student newsletter.
“The kind of hope that keeps 60-year-old cars running. The
kind of hope that helps a people persevere through slavery,
colonialism, imperialism, brutal dictatorships, embargoes,
and revolutions to say loudly and proudly, “somos Cubanos!”
(We are Cuban!)… The kind of hope that says, “cantad
alegres a Dios habitantes de toda la tierra” (Sing joyfully to
God inhabitants of all the earth).

A diverse group of 12 from LSTC, McCormick Theological
Seminary and Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary
went to Cuba January 9-18 for the “Meeting God in Cuba”
travel seminar. Representing LSTC were students Kathryn
(Katie) Jacob, Chelsey Olson and David Rebey, and Esther
Menn as one of the leaders.
They traveled in a colorful old school bus bearing
slogans such as “Pastors for Peace,” “Crossing Borders,”
and “Friendship,” attracting positive attention and
conversation wherever they went, Menn said.
The trip started at the Ecumenical Theological Seminary
in Matanzas, where they learned about the ongoing legacy
of Martin Luther for Protestant churches in the U.S. and
Cuba, and pressing issues of Cuban church and society.
They gained intercultural competencies through an
immersion experience and learned first-hand about the
church within a Marxist-Leninist socialist state that only
recently abandoned its atheistic ideology.
In Havana, they heard lectures about the Cuban
economy, inter-religious dialogue and education for peace,
the significance of the Bible in Cuba, and race relations.
On Martin Luther King Jr. Day, they visited the center

Seminar improves teaching methods, skills
J-Term is usually a time for PhD student Adam Lohrmann
to relax with his family after a hectic semester commuting
between Madison, Wis., and LSTC. This year he gave up some
of that family time to spend a full week at LSTC during January
to attend a non-credit intensive seminar on pedagogy.
“The seminar is ‘strongly recommended’ for PhD
students intending to teach,” Lohrmann said. As someone
who is called to teach, pedagogy is important to him and,
he feels, “undervalued in general.”
Three other students were in the seminar led by Christine
Wenderoth, director of the JKM Library and associate professor
of ministry. “With such a small group we had the chance for
meaningful interpersonal exchange and reflection. We talked
about our favorite teachers, what their styles and methods
were, and how to be attuned to different learning styles
students have. One size does not fit all.”
Lohrmann’s classmates came from all over the world
and brought the cultural dimensions of teaching into
the discussion. “My colleagues helped me to see how we
have all been trained in different ways, and we need to be
attentive to that in our own teaching,” he said.
The seminar challenged Lohrmann to add more
methods to his own teaching style. He will get to try them
out in the final project for the seminar: teaching a class
session for the Religious Heritage course this spring.
Members of the Meeting God in Cuba class
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A call that is ‘radically different’
Second in a three-part series about mission starts or revitalized congregations
by Julie B. Sevig
answers: How often, when and what will worship look like?
How do we move beyond liturgy? Can we include what we
do every day as worship?
It’s “missional” in the truest sense, Drew says. “We’re
trying to live faithfully, not look at techniques.”
“It’s contextual learning,” Sara added. “We’re trying to not
fit a square peg into a round hole. This is radically different.”
They’ve even stopped using words like “church” and
“pastor.” As Sara explained, there is a strong suspicion
of evangelical Christianity in the area, where the now
shuttered mega-church Mars Hill once flourished.
Instead, they tell people they are a faith-based
organization, often explaining themselves in a variety of
ways because the word “church” carries too much baggage.
Both credit LSTC with preparing them for this most
nontraditional ministry. And yet, because it is so new and
different, they say there was also no way to be prepared.
“I would say that theologically, we were well prepared
to engage a world that doesn’t often hear the voice of
the church,” Drew said, using as an example the positive
reaction he received for his article about race in the Seattle
Times (also picked up by National Public Radio).
Despite their training, “we learn stuff every day we
really had no idea of before,” he said. “We use the word
church at seminary, but throw that out the window out
here in context. We really are living Public Church in an
honest and relational way with people of the neighborhood,
walking along side and finding out every day what it means
to be church. We’re trying to find where we fit in.”
Sometimes that means unlearning what they learned,
Sara said.
“Although we have a great foundation in theology
and grounding in liturgy, in the Northwest many don’t like
singing in a group. They don’t understand why we stand
and sit. There is so much insider stuff, fundamental to who
we are as Christians and Lutherans. We are kind of in an
interpreter role.”
The emphasis on diversity and multiculturalism at
seminary is being played out as they find themselves in a
diverse setting where they ask themselves what the church
would look like if it were truly multi-ethnic.
As for the future, Drew and Sara, are quite literally
letting the spirit move them forward.
“We’re taking it week by week, month by month,”
Drew said. “Forcing something is the last thing we want to
do; imposing would be the quickest way to lose trust. “
So they hold some regular events, have many meals
and conversations, which causes at least Drew to face how
he was brought up. “Living into this is so tough. I’ve put
my faith in techniques, not in myself. I put faith in what I
learned in books, not myself. I preach and talk about faith.
Now I just have to believe it.”

Sara and Drew Yoos

In Northwest Washington a completely different mission
start is being explored. Drew and Sara Yoos, both LSTC
graduates, are mission developers (each three-fourths
time) in the greater Seattle area.
They serve established (but struggling) Light of the
Cross Lutheran Church in Bothell, while also forming two
new, parallel churches in nearby North Creek and Bellevue,
where they use an existing congregation as a home base.
It’s so different, even their bishop, Kirby Unti,
describes it as the “big experiment.” Drew and Sara spend
considerable time in conversations—in coffee shops and
bars, libraries and community centers and and even on the
athletic field and in a theater (Drew helps coach middle
school football; Sara co-directed a musical at a youth
theater)—discovering what this new “church” might be.
Light of the Cross began 30 years ago and instantly had
a couple hundred people join, they said. It is in the fastest
growing area of Puget Sound, home to Microsoft, Boeing
and Amazon. The area has the fastest growing Indian
population, and many others of Asian and Latino descent.
As time passed, Light of the Cross looked nothing like
its growing, diverse neighborhood, Drew said. It began
to shrink, and hasn’t been able to successfully reach out
to the community. With worship attendance at 30, it is
currently discerning its future, with every option on the
table: close, merge, new life.
The area, Drew says, is all suburbs—“schools, parks,
strip malls, tons and tons of homes. No community, which
feeds into the northwest ethos of individualism.”
“Right now we’re trying to meet as many people, put
down roots, and see what kind of faith community comes
up as part of it.”
One thing may be certain—it won’t look like church in
a traditional sense or place. They have more questions than
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Seminary returns rare New Testament manuscript to Greece
by Julie B. Sevig

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios kisses the manuscript during the ceremony at LSTC.

Levi Franklin Gruber, president of Chicago Lutheran
Theological Seminary (which merged into LSTC in 1962),
purchased it from book dealer Jacques Rosenthal in 1920.
Its trip from Europe to the United States was even an
adventure, resulting in multiple cable exchanges between
Rosenthal and Gruber because the package was lost in the
mail for three months.
Gruber bequeathed the codex to his widow, and in
exchange for a retirement annuity, LSTC later received his
entire rare book collection from her.
Barbara R. Rossing, LSTC New Testament professor,
called it the “crown jewel” of 12 New Testament
manuscripts in the seminary’s Gruber collection. None was
as rare or priceless as this one.
Greek manuscripts which contain the entire New
Testament are rare, and one scholar estimates there are
only about 100 in world collections. The codex is the
oldest minuscule manuscript (written in cursive script) in
existence. It was copied by Sabas in the 9th century, with
patristic commentary added to the margins three centuries
later by monks—excerpts from the likes of St. John
Chrysostom, St. Basil the Great and St. Gregory of Nyssa.
It has very few mistakes, said Ralph W. Klein, curator
of the collection, making it even more valuable. It is not a
scroll, but is in book form, and he estimates it took more
than 50 sheep to provide enough skin for its 337 pages.
Another unusual thing about it is that it puts Paul’s letters

When an ancient manuscript was returned to its rightful
owner late last year, its adventures read like a mystery
novel. This rare and ancient Greek New Testament, known
as Codex 1424, was copied by a scribe/monk named Sabas,
stolen following the Balkan Wars, sold to a European book
dealer, and eventually landed at LSTC.
On November 15, in a matins service attended by
denominational dignitaries, President James Nieman
presented it to the Greek Orthodox Church.
The codex had been part of LSTC’s rare book collection
for most of the past century. The manuscript was one
of many taken in 1913 when thieves ransacked the
Eikosifoinissa monastery, north of Drama.
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LSTC faculty bid a final farewell to Codex 1424.

after Revelation. “The only time I believe that order exists,”
Klein said.
“We are indebted to our ancestors in the faith who
took such care that the sacred scriptures were preserved
for posterity,” he said.
“We have no legal obligation to return it,” Nieman said.
“But we have a moral opportunity. We don’t have to return
it. We get to return it and we want to return it… for pure
moral good. It’s not easy for us, but returning it is pure gift.”
At the matins service, Nieman officially handed the
codex to His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America.
In Nieman’s message, he recalled the hands that had cared
for the codex through the centuries—beginning with the
shepherds who cared for the sheep that would eventually
be used for its pages—to the wounded hands of Christ.
“By the gift of those hands and the peace they
convey, we now freely return this book to you,” Nieman
said. “While we have possessed it for a brief span, we
are not possessed by it. Instead, Christ has set us free to
release it again into your care. Dear friends, our mutual
bond through the living word extends far beyond what
these simple covers could ever contain. We are at once
delighted—and sad—and thankful to have been its
stewards for the past century. May God bless you on its
journey home, and may its homecoming indeed be joyful.”
The story of LSTC’s gesture is hoped to move other
institutions throughout the world to return antiquities to
their rightful owners.
Said Archbishop Demetrios, “Our hearts are filled with
gratitude to our Lutheran brothers and sisters for this
generous and kind gesture.”
Megan Clausen, a fourth year MDiv student from Newton,
Iowa, said seeing the book, and knowing it contains the oldest
New Testament stories of our faith, was “simply amazing.”
“It was humbling and grounding to witness the return
of this manuscript to where it rightfully belongs—to its
home,” she said. “It’s rare to have the opportunity to
witness such an example of pure gift, something being done
simply because it is the right thing to do.”

Archbishop Demetrios, leader of the Greek Orthodox Church in America

The 1100-year-old Codex 1424

Final journey…
President Nieman and his wife, the Rev. JoAnn Post,
traveled to Greece at the end of November for the final
transfer of the codex. Their days in Greece were marked
with meaning and ceremony.
The codex itself was transported to Greece by His
Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, who kept it with him on
the plane. Upon arrival, he handed it over to military police
to bring to the monastery, which is tucked into the upper
reaches of Mount Paggaio. It now resides on the top floor
of the monastery in a room similar to LSTC’s rare book
room, Nieman said.
The monastery, once inhabited by monks, is now home
to about 30 nuns and led by an abbess. When the Niemans
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The procession through the streets of Drama, Greece

Archbishop Demetrios and President Nieman present Codex 1424
to Metropolitan Paulos of Drama, Greece. Sister Alexia, abbess of
the monastic community where the book now resides, waits with
outstretched hands.

and other U.S. guests arrived, they visited the monastery
first. In successive days, they participated in a processional
through the city of Drama, including an additional litany
and worship attended by many residents and local officials.
As he and his wife continue to reflect on the return of the
codex, he said their reoccurring phrase has been: “We had
no idea of the impact of what were doing.”
It was a spiritual experience for both its recipients and
those who returned it.
“We thought it was a nice and moral gesture, a
generous gift,” he said. But the area to which it was
returned is rural and poor, devastated even more by

Greece’s recent economic disaster, making the gift of its
return even more significant. These are people who are
disregarded, he said. “Paying attention to a request that
a treasure be returned—that they were listened to and
taken seriously” had a huge impact.
The area has a vibrant spirituality, and its people
consider the return of the codex similar to the miracle at
the wedding at Cana in the Gospel of John, only the first
of Jesus’ signs,” he said. Their patron saint is St. Barbara,
whose feast day is December 4, the day of the processional
and festal litany.

Leaders of the Greek Orthodox Church at the Feast of St. Barbara in Drama (President Nieman is in the background, at right)
All photos on this page courtesy of GOA/Dimitrios Panagos.
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In his remarks to the Greeks, Nieman said: “… It is our
joy to join you during this feast of St. Barbara to return an
ancient book to its rightful home.”
Nieman, speaking in both English and Greek, shared
the Apostle Paul’s words to the Philippians—Paul’s wish
“for the free gift of mercy and healing only God can
bring…” paired with Paul’s wish for “peace that comes not
as an end to strife, but in turning our lives to Christ.”
That peace, Nieman told them, is different than what
he hears in his homeland—“loud voices with other wishes:
greed and hatred, envy and division, jealousy and scorn.
But all of us here, Lutheran or Orthodox, read from the
same book that bears a different wish.”
Nieman told them the return of the book is a newly
planted seed. “In the chill of winter, on this feast of St.
Barbara, let this be a seed waiting to sprout between our
two communions… Let today’s winter seed sprout and
flower in our shared acts of mercy and healing for the
creation, in the hope that arises in turning our lives to God.
That is, let the seed of this book’s return bear fruit in the
grace and peace in Christ Jesus.”
Archbishop Demetrios presents an icon to LSTC

Icon for the Ages

“Pantokrator” - a gift from the Greek Orthodox
Church in America to LSTC

After President James Nieman officially handed the Codex 1424
to His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America during the
November 15 matins service, Demetrios presented Nieman and
LSTC with an unexpected gift of an icon.
Father Aristidis Garinis of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Shrine
Church in Flushing, N.Y., who paints icons, provided a detailed
description of the work, which is now on display near the
southwest end of the administration wing’s second floor, near
the photos of all of LSTC’s graduating classes.
This icon, painted in a traditional Byzantine method by
master iconographer George Filippakis, is titled “Pantokrator,”
which means the “ruler of all.” The earliest depiction of this icon
is from the sixth century and is found at the ancient Orthodox
Monastery of Saint Katherine’s at the foot of Mount Sinai in Egypt.
Garinis offered detailed explanations about all the elements
of the icon: the lettering, the face of Christ, his garments, his
gesture of blessing. But Garinis said it is not to be held in parts,
but as a whole.
“Iconography is a liturgical art that is meant to bring the
faithful into a spiritual encounter with the person or persons
depicted through prayer,” he explained. The subtle nuance of
Christ’s off-center face indicates movement. “His ear is turned
towards our prayer.”
And the light is not from one particular light form, because
the light is emanating from the risen and glorified Christ himself.

13

Unexpected paths and radical hospitality
LSTC bids farewell to Jeff and Kate Fitzkappes
by Jan Boden

Jeff, Kate and three of their children with their friend, Masresha Chufa

When Jeff and Kate Fitzkappes moved their family to
Chicago in 2009, they had a clear path ahead of them. Jeff
was entering the doctor of philosophy program with a focus
on religion and science. Kate had just earned her master’s
degree in social work. He would take classes and study. She
would get certified as a social worker in Illinois and find a
job to help support their family of five.
As they prepare to go to Montevideo, Minn., where Jeff
has accepted a call as pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church,
they look back on a path that took a number of unexpected
turns. LSTC is a different place thanks to the gifts they
shared with the community, especially the gift of hospitality.

She gradually added enough hours to become full-time
and this academic year became Director of Financial Aid.
Paths have a way of circling back to the beginning. In
late February, Kate took the social work licensing exam and
is awaiting the results.

Slow turn
Jeff came to LSTC because he felt a strong call to teach.
He had developed an interest in theories of knowing during
eight years working in youth and family ministry. He visited
LSTC and met with Dr. Lea Schweitz, associate professor of
systematic theology/religion and science and director of the
Zygon Center for Religion and Science. “That sealed it for
me. I knew this was where I needed to study,” Jeff said.
For the first couple of years at LSTC, that’s what he did.
“I was so busy with classes and family that I pretty much
ignored anything else that came into my email inbox.”
That was how he missed the invitation to attend a
Sittler Archives Symposium that was being held at Grace
Lutheran Church in LaGrange, Ill.
“A friend of mine who worked with the Sittler Archives
followed up with a phone call and I declined. I thought
that was the end of it. Then he called me a week later and
said, ‘You really need to come to this,’ so I rearranged my

Circular path
Kate was the first one to follow a different path at LSTC.
Dorothy Dominiak, LSTC’s former director of financial
aid, immediately recognized that Kate’s experience as a
social worker with people skills and meeting government
regulations would be an asset to the Financial Aid Office.
“Dorothy offered me a part-time job and promised me
flexible hours to work around our three kids’ schedules.
I thought this was a good way to have some income while
I got ready to take the exam for my social work license, but
every time I got ready to take the exam, LSTC would ask me
if I could add more hours,” Kate said.
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schedule and went,” Jeff said. That’s where the slow turn
onto a new path began.
That day, Jeff happened to have lunch with Saïd
Ailabouni, the pastor of Grace Lutheran. “Pastor Saïd told
me about a position working with families and teaching at
the church that they were hoping to fill. He basically offered
me the job on the spot,” Jeff said.
For the next four years, Jeff worked at the congregation and while he was there began to discern a call to
ordained ministry.
Kate said, “At first I was totally against it. Many people
have many different gifts and can travel many different
paths to use them and Jeff had already chosen a path. But
then I could see how excited Jeff was about using his gifts
in the setting of a congregation. So I asked him to talk to
people at LSTC about entering the MDiv program.
I thought, ‘why not just do this while we’re here?’”
Jeff began working on a new degree while completing
his master of theology, a required first step in LSTC’s PhD
program. He earned that degree in 2014 and his master of
divinity in 2016.

some help navigating seminary life. She helped organize
an informal childcare network among families with young
children. For the last several years, she has helped put
together welcome packages for people moving into housing
each fall. Kate also worked with students to set up a bike
sharing system at LSTC.
The international community at LSTC has been a joy for
Jeff and Kate. “I dreamt of being a Peace Corps volunteer
who traveled to other countries. I wasn’t able to do that, but
I get to interact with people from around the world at LSTC
and to learn their cultures,” Kate said.
“When we first moved in, the Kimondo family, who are
from Tanzania, befriended us. I had trouble pronouncing
Mbumi’s name. I apologized and told her that I knew I didn’t
get it right, but that I would keep trying. She said, ‘In my
culture I would call you “Mama Nina,” after your first child,
so you should call me “Mama Nuru,” after my first child.’ She
taught me something about her culture that was so gracious.”
The Fitzkappeses are eager to begin this next adventure,
but know that they will miss LSTC and Chicago. “We know
that Montevideo will be very different. We’ve been told
that the population in the area may be as much as 16
percent Latino/a, mainly workers from Honduras who have
come to work in the turkey farms and processing plant. It
will be interesting getting to know the area and our new
neighbors,” Jeff said. “And Kate has asked me to build some
picnic tables at our house so we can host ice cream socials.”

Radical hospitality
Jeff and Kate Fitzkappes came with a gift for hospitality
and they have shared that gift in countless ways at LSTC,
through their work, as residents in LSTC housing and within
the Hyde Park community.
“When we arrived at LSTC, no one welcomed us or
showed us the ropes in housing or with our children’s
school. We didn’t want anyone new coming into the
community to have that same experience,” Kate said.
She began welcoming new people who moved into the
apartments that shared their courtyard.
The “Creation Courtyard” is named for a mural that
LSTC children painted on one of the fences. It’s a safe and
welcoming space for young kids in the community thanks
largely to Kate and Jeff.
“First we cleaned up the area to make it safe for kids to
play. We picked up buckets worth of broken glass and nails.
Then we enlisted the building crew to clear out metal stakes
in the courtyard that would be dangerous for the kids to trip
or fall on. Eventually, we got mulch under the equipment
and then we started to organize family potlucks in the
courtyard to bring people together,” Jeff said.
Sometimes their efforts worked and sometimes
they didn’t. “You have to have enough buy-in from the
neighbors,” Kate said. “If you don’t get that, then you let
go of your idea and try something else.”
For several years, Jeff has been LSTC’s Teaching and
Learning Technologist, working one-on-one and leading small
seminars with faculty and students to make best use of the
school’s systems. He also organized free family movie nights.
Kate has been a listening ear for students who not only
need help with financial aid but also for those who need

Jeff Fitzkappes with two of his daughters at his 2016 graduation
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PILLARS OF THE SEMINARY

Together
by Keith Nelson (1970, MDiv) major and planned gifts officer

LSTC under construction in 1967

On September 4, 1962, after four years of negotiating and
planning, four seminaries came together as the Lutheran
School of Theology at Chicago. The church bodies of those
four seminaries merged the same year as the Lutheran
Church in America. I was getting ready to go to seminary
and was excited by the changes happening in the church
and in seminary education.
In 1967, just in time for my middler year, LSTC opened
its doors at 1100 E. 55th St. in Chicago. By then a fifth
seminary had joined LSTC and together, students, faculty
and church leaders experienced a new beginning and all of
the opportunities that a new seminary with a new vision
for theological education would offer.
I’ll be honest with you. It was not easy. The classrooms
were not ready. The library was not ready. Fresh paint in
the student apartments sealed the windows and outlets.
There were new classmates to meet and professors to
work with. It was an unfamiliar setting for many students
who, like me, had started seminary at the Augustana or
Maywood LSTC campus. It was scary and exhilarating and
time for us to begin this new thing together.
We knew that churches, alumni and friends provided
the financial support to build LSTC, assemble the
distinguished faculty and gather the student body into
one place. They supported the vision of a seminary that

prepares leaders who bring the gospel into conversation
with all that is happening in the world.
Fifty-five years later, LSTC is still fulfilling its mission
because we are in this together. Your contributions to the
LSTC Annual Fund enable the seminary to carry out its
daily operations effectively. Thank you! And if you are not
currently making annual gifts to strengthen LSTC’s work,
I invite you to prayerfully consider supporting the seminary
in this way.
I also want to thank those who have established or
intend to make a gift to LSTC from your estate. You are
what I call Pillars of the Seminary. Your foundational
gifts provide long-term support for LSTC, just like the 12
pillars that hold up the three wings of the building. Your
gifts provide support for scholarships, faculty chairs and
innovations to meet new challenges. It’s as easy as naming
LSTC as one of your beneficiaries in an IRA, pension
account, insurance policy or investment after your death.
If you have questions about this, don’t hesitate to contact
Michael Dixon in the Advancement Office at LSTC at
michael.dixon@lstc.edu or 704.576.2332.
But do this only if it will bring you joy to know that
you will be part of LSTC’s mission to provide leaders
who will witness to the good news of Jesus Christ for
generations to come.
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LSTC builds public church network, hosts pop-up events
Holy Trinity Loop, Grace Place, Chicago, Jan. 20
• Pastor Ben Adams and HTL leaders: A Patchwork Church Strategy
• Elise Anderson, LSTC Public Church Fellow: Open Leadership
St Philip Lutheran Church, Glenview, Ill., Jan. 21
• Pastor Kyle Severson and St. Philip leaders: Actively
Listening to Our Community
• Carol LaHurd, LSTC faculty: Insight from Christian-Muslim
Engagement
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Oak Park, Ill., April 1
• Pastor Kathy Nolte: Anti-racism Ministry Practice
• Peter Vethanayagamony, LSTC faculty: Lutherans and
Social Transformation
Luther Snow, Public Church Network organizer, and Pastor Kyle Severson

Faith Lutheran Church, Glen Ellyn, Ill., April 20
• Author Bob Sitze and Faith leaders: Lessons on Building
Relationships within the Congregation
• Christine Wenderoth, JKM Library Director: Information
Literacy for Public Church

Since January, LSTC has worked in partnership with local
congregations, area ministries and church leaders to hold a
series of Public Church Pop-up events. The first were held in
Chicago and surrounding suburbs, but they will continue to
move beyond the Chicago area and across the country.
Public Church Pop-ups are informal events meant to
inspire and equip ministries in the world. Participants connect
with peers from other congregations, and are invited to join
an online Public Church Network to stay connected to each
other and LSTC.
Each event features a short presentation from the host
congregation and from an LSTC faculty, staff or student
leader. Pastors are encouraged to use this as leadership
development for lay leaders.
So far, pop-up events (and the areas of emphasis from
each congregation and LSTC representatives) have been/are:

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Evanston, Ill., May 5, 5:30—7:30 p.m.
• Pastor Betty Landis: Engaging church in a secular world
• Matthew James, LSTC Director of Admissions Office:
A Changing Landscape: discovering prospective ministry leaders
in new ways and new places

The Public Church Network is a cooperative movement
dedicated to engaging faith in the world. The network brings
together individuals, congregations, and other ministries to
consider the ways our faith can make a difference in the
wider community. The network’s goal is to share ideas as a
faith collective, building up local communities.
To learn more about current Public Church Pop-up
events or schedule one in your area, contact Public Church
Events Coordinator Elise Anderson at or 803.730.2466.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Chicago, Jan. 19
• Bethlehem leaders: Lessons from Peace Camp
• Richard Perry, LSTC faculty: Called into the World, How?

Your financial support helps prepare leaders for a public church

Jason Schultz

We need visionary faith leaders who will witness to the Gospel in many and diverse settings,
leaders who see and act on opportunities for ministry in our communities and the world.
Gifts to the annual fund at LSTC are critical to preparing leaders to serve a public church.
This year’s entering class is the largest in a decade, which will help supply an evergrowing demand for leaders in the church.
Jason Schultz, a first year MDiv student from Illinois, is one of that class—one of those
future leaders.
Although a Lutheran pastor’s son, he didn’t think he would follow in those footsteps.
He served a year with the American Red Cross through AmeriCorps, assisting with health,
safety and disaster relief programs. That led him to several years in social service work.
First, he worked with children and families through Northwestern Settlement House on
the near west side of Chicago. Then, he was direct support staff working with persons with
developmental disabilities. In his work with the most vulnerable Jason began to discern a call
to ministry. His social service experience will shape and strengthen his ministry as a pastor.
To support students like Jason, use the enclosed envelope, visit www.lstc.edu/alumnifriends/giving, or contact Jessica Houston at 773.256.0697 or jhouston@lstc.edu.
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IN THE PUBLIC SPHERE

Faculty
Klaus-Peter Adam, associate
professor of Old Testament,
was co-presider at the
“Deuteronomistic History”
panel discussion at the
Society of Biblical Literature
annual conference in
San Antonio, Texas, in
November 2016.
Javier “Jay” Alanis, associate
professor of theology,
culture and mission and
executive director of the
Lutheran Seminary Program
in the Southwest, made a
presentation on the living
legacy of the Reformation
in light of the 500th
anniversary as part of the
Tuesday Lecture Series at
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
in Naples, Fla., in February.
He led Bible studies at
Triumphant Lutheran
Church in Austin, Texas, in
February and March.
Alanis’s reflections
are published in the 2017
Lenten Devotional, Free
Indeed!, published by
Augsburg Fortress.
Thomas Blanton, auxiliary
in New Testament Studies,
presented “Theorizing the
‘Ancient Economy’ ” at the
Society of Biblical Literature
annual conference in San
Antonio, Texas, in November
2016. He also presided
at the “Economics in the
Biblical World” session at
the same conference.
Blanton’s book,
A Spiritual Economy: Gift
Exchange in the Letters of
Paul of Tarsus, Synkrisis:
Comparative Approaches
to Early Christianity in
Greco-Roman Context, was

published in January 2017 by
Yale University Press. Learn
more at yalebooks.com.
He also published
a revision of “Paul,
Exemplification, and
Imitation,” by Benjamin
Fiore in the second edition
of the two-volume Paul in
the Greco-Roman World: A
Handbook, J. Paul Sampley,
editor (T & T Clark, 2016).

curator of the LSTC Rare
Book Collection, was a
respondent for “Book of
Daniel” presentations at
the Society of Biblical
Literature annual conference
in San Antonio, Texas, in
November 2016.
Edgar Krentz, Christ
Seminary-Seminex Professor
Emeritus of New Testament,
presented a six week series,
“The Apocalypse of John in
the Light of Old Testament
and Early Jewish Apocalyptic
Texts,” at Montgomery Place
in Chicago. He also gave a
presentation on how we got
the New Testament we have,
and a similar one on the
Old Testament.

Paul Chung, auxiliary in
interfaith studies, was a
panelist for “A Karl Barth
Society of North America”
at the American Academy of
Religion annual conference
in San Antonio, Texas, in
November 2016.
Andrew Guffey, auxiliary
in New Testament,
presented “What is an
Apocalyptic Author? The
Book of Revelation as
Pseudepigraphon” at the
Society of Biblical Literature
annual conference in
San Antonio, Texas, in
November 2016.

Esther Menn, dean and vice
president for academic
affairs, Ralph W. and
Marilyn R. Klein Professor
of Old Testament/Hebrew
Bible, participated in
the Christian Leadership
Initiative Alumni
Symposium, “Judaism
and Israel in American
Christianity,” in Atlanta,
Ga., in January. The
symposium is co-sponsored
by the Shalom Hartman
Institute and American
Jewish Committee.

Antje Jackelén, adjunct
professor of systematic
theology/religion and
science, was awarded
an honorary doctorate
in theology from the
University of Greifswald in
Germany on November 18.
Archbishop Jackelén
published Samlas kring
hoppet (Gathering around
hope) in 2016 (Verbum).
Her 2011 book, Gud är större
(God is greater), has been
reprinted as a pocket book
in a second updated edition.
Ralph Klein, Christ SeminarySeminex Professor Emeritus
of Old Testament and

Ray Pickett, professor of
New Testament, presided
at the presentations and
responses for the session
“Paul within Judaism;
Second Corinthians: Pauline
Theology in the Making,”
at the Society of Biblical
Literature annual conference
in San Antonio, Texas, in
November 2016.
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José David Rodríguez,
Augustana Heritage
Professor of Global Mission
and World Christianity and
professor of systematic
theology, preached at the
United Theological College
of the West Indies (UTCWI)
chapel service in October
and November. He also
presented a lecture on
Christology for the course
Dr. Eliseo Perez teaches on
Christology at UTCWI. Later
that month, he participated
at the faculty colloquy of
the Department of History
and Archaeology of the
University of the West
Indies (UWI).
Rodriguez published
“Decolonizing Theology: The
Case of Puerto Rico,” in the
November 1, 2016, issue of
Journal of Lutheran Ethics.
Barbara Rossing, professor
of New Testament, was
a panelist for “Rhetoric
of Religious Antiquity;
Ecological Hermaneutics,”
and made the presentation
“Trajan’s Column and the
Cargo List of Rev 18:12-13:
John’s Critique of Rome’s
Economy in Ecological and
Eschatological Perspective”
at the Society of Biblical
Literature annual conference
in San Antonio, Texas, in
November 2016.
In late November,
Rossing led the Grand
Canyon Synod Retired
pastors’ retreat for 95
pastors and spouses at
Spirit in the Desert Retreat
Center in Arizona. She
presented five sessions on
“Reformation Then and
Now,” exploring Bible and
Reformation topics.

IN THE PUBLIC SPHERE

Lea Schweitz, associate
professor of systematic
theology/religion and
science and director of the
Zygon Center for Religion
and Science, presided at
“Science, Technology,
and Religion Group” at
the American Academy of
Religion annual conference
in San Antonio, Texas, in
November 2016.
Linda Thomas, professor of
theology and anthropology,
was a panelist for “Womanist
Approaches to Religion
and Society Group” at the
American Academy of
Religion annual conference
in San Antonio, Texas, in
November 2016.
Thomas published “A
Womanist Perspective on the
Election of Donald Trump:
What Pastors Are Called to

Conversations about
Diversity,” was the subject of
an article in the November
2016 issue of Living Lutheran.

Linda Thomas and Bishop Jackelen
in Sweden

Do” in the December 2016/
January 2017 issue of Journal
of Lutheran Ethics.
In February, Thomas
traveled to Sweden at the
invitation of Archbishop
Antje Jackelén to make a
presentation on the article.
The blog that Thomas
edits, “We Talk. We Listen.

Vitor Westhelle, professor
of systematic theology, at
the American Academy of
Religion annual conference
in San Antonio, Texas,
in November 2016,
co-presided at the Business
Meeting for “Martin Luther
and Global Lutheran
Traditions Group,” Theme:
Eco-Reformation: Toward a
Lutheran Approach to EcoJustice. He also presided
at “Martin Luther and
Global Lutheran Traditions
Group and Schleiermacher
Group presentations;
Theme: Coming Together,
Coming Apart: Luther and
Schleiermacher on the Cusp
of 2017.”

In January he participated in the Third International
Conference on Radicalizing
Reformation Today in
Lutherstadt-Wittenberg,
where he presented the
lecture “Luther Transfigured
in Contextual Crises Today.”
Westhelle published
“El sacerdocio de todos los
creyentes: Martín Lutero
y la iglesia de Adán” in
Radicalizando la Reforma:
Otra teología para otro mundo,
edited by Martin Hoffmann,
Daniel C. Beros, and Tuth
Mooney (La Aurora/ SEBILA,
2016). His articles, “The
Distinction of Régimes and
Institutional Spheres in the
Latin American Context”and
“Sapere aude! Daring to
Savor Churrasco,” appear
in the January 2017 issue
of Currents in Theology and
Mission Vol. 44, No. 1.

WE REMEMBER

David Granskou
1927-2016

Audrey Hiney
1927-2016
Audrey Parker Neff Hiney, who served as director of
development and recruitment at LSTC during the
1980s, died on November 25, 2016, at her home in
Moorhead, Minn.
Ms. Hiney was an accomplished musician and choir
director who earned a bachelor’s degree in music from
the University of North Dakota and began her work in
campus ministry at Christus Rex on the UND campus.
She moved to Chicago in 1979 to serve as editor of
synod publications. She then joined LSTC.
She is survived by four daughters and four grandchildren. A funeral service was held on December 4 at
Bethesda Lutheran Church in Moorhead.

The Rev. Dr. David Granskou, professor of New
Testament at LSTC in Maywood, Ill., 1963-71, died
on December 19, 2016, in Kitchener, Ontario.
Dr. Granskou was known as a “progressive
professor” who inspired and challenged his students.
He left his position at Maywood to serve as professor
of New Testament at Waterloo Lutheran Seminary and
then professor of theology at Wilfrid Laurier University,
where he served until his retirement in 1993.
Influenced by his missionary parents’ global
values, Granskou studied Jewish history and was deeply
affected by the suffering of the Jewish people. He
also studied abroad and served as a consultant for the
Lutheran World Federation in Frankfort, Germany.
Granskou is survived by his wife, Charlotte, their
five children and four grandchildren. A memorial
service was held in the Keffer Chapel, Waterloo
Lutheran Seminary on December 30.
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CLASS NOTES

1953
Herbert Chilstrom
(Augustana, MDiv)
reflected on how to pray
for a president “for whom
I have almost no personal
regard” in an op-ed piece
for his local newspaper
shortly after the November
election. He recalls a
“General Prayer” he heard
each Sunday while growing
up that asks for God’s grace
and wisdom for all who
govern and concludes that
he must pray for the
new president.

1961
Wayne Ewing (MA) was
reinstated as a priest
in St. Luke’s Mission in
the Episcopal Diocese of
Colorado on December
1, 2016. He had served
in the diocese in the
1980s and 90s. He also
serves as a staff writer
and photographer for the
Wet Mountain Tribune in
Westcliffe, Colo.

1987
Twila Schock (MDiv)
contributed “Grounded
in Grace” columns to the
January, February and March
2017 Living Lutheran.

1989
Christine Helmer (MA)
is offering a free online
course, Luther and the
West, through Northwestern
University’s Massive Open
Online Course (MOOC).
The course includes 36
video lectures by Helmer,
an internationally known
Luther scholar and professor

of religious studies and
German at Northwestern
University in Evanston, Ill.
The course is about the
impact that Luther has on
major idea in the history
of the west. It looks at
freedom and slavery,
biblical interpretation and
anti-Judaism, politics and
economics. The course link
is www.coursera.org/learn/
luther-and-the-west.

Meghan Johnston Aelabouni
(MDiv) published “Our new
year’s reformations” in the
January 2017 Living Lutheran
and “Fully known and
fully loved: The Five Love
Languages for Lutherans” in
the February 2017 issue of
the magazine.

2009
Joshua Judd-Hertzfeld (MA)
is now the communications
coordinator for Trinity
Lutheran Church in Lynwood,
Wash. Since 2009, he served
as the parish administrator
for Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church, Chicago.

1991
Steve Hartten (MDiv) was
installed as pastor of Peace
Lutheran Church (NALC)
in St. Joseph, Ind., on
December 18, 2016.

2010

1996
Philip Ruge-Jones (ThM;
1999 PhD) was the subject
of “Living the Story in the
Life Cycle” in the January
2017 issue of The Biblical
Storyteller. He is convener
of the Network of Biblical
Storytellers Scholars’
Seminar and will be the
keynote speaker at the 2017
Festival Gathering of Biblical
Storytelling in August.

Dan and Nicole Hille

2003
William Flippin Jr. (MDiv;
2005, ThM) published
“The revelation of Epiphany:
#ChristChildMattters” in
the January 2017 issue of
Living Lutheran.

2006
Liv Larson Andrews (MDiv)
published the reflection
“Completeness in Christ” in
the February 2017 issue of
Living Lutheran.

Dan Hille (MDiv) got
married January 4, 2017.
He and his wife, Nicole,
reside in Southington, Conn.
Laura Kamprath (MDiv)
and Matthew Kamprath
(MDiv) are now serving as
co-pastors of First Lutheran
Church in Geneseo, Ill.
They were featured in an
article that appeared in the
December 21, 2016, issue of
the Geneseo Republic.
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2015
Elise Scott (MDiv) was
ordained and installed
as pastor at Ballard First
Lutheran Church –Seattle
on February 11, 2017.

2016
Christopher Buresh (MDiv)
was ordained on January 22,
2017, at Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Hinsdale, Ill. He
has been called to serve
as assistant pastor at the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd in
Palos Heights, Ill.
Steven Dickens (MDiv) was
consecrated as a deacon
on January 22, 2017, at
Redeemer Lutheran Church
in Hinsdale, Ill. He is serving
as hospice chaplain and
bereavement coordinator at
Hope Palliative and Hospice
Care in Palatine, Ill.
Daniel Joyner Miller
(Lutheran Year) was ordained
on January 22, 2017, at
Redeemer Lutheran Church
in Hinsdale, Ill. He has been
called as associate pastor at
St. Timothy Lutheran Church
in Naperville, Ill.
Erin Koster (MDiv) was
ordained on January 14 at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Twin Cities in Minneapolis,
Minn. She has been called to
be pastor of United Lutheran
Church in Prairie Farm, Wis.
Karen Niemeyer (MDiv) was
ordained February 26 at
Trinity Lutheran Church in
Grand Rapids, Mich., where
she has been called to serve
as assisting pastor.

IN MEMORIAM

Richard L. Christensen
1943-2016
Central Lutheran
Theological Seminary
Class of 1967
Richard Christensen was
part of the last class to
graduate from Central
Seminary before it merged
with LSTC. He was ordained
in 1968 and received a call
to Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church, Mercer Island,
Wash. He served three
other congregations in
Washington during his 41
years of parish ministry.
Pastor Christensen
died on September 22,
2016, in Issaquah, Wash.
He was preceded in death
by his beloved wife,
Patricia. He is survived
by their two children
and a granddaughter.
On November 4, he was
interred at the columbarium
at Faith Lutheran Church in
Bellingham, Wash.

Arthur Grimm
1935-2017
Central Lutheran
Seminary Class of 1962
Pastor Arthur Grimm was
ordained into the United
Lutheran Church in America
in 1962. He worked for
the Board of American
Missions for three years
before serving churches in
Marquette, Chappell and
Miller, Neb. From 19841989 he was chaplain at
Beatrice Good Samaritan
and Beatrice Developmental
Center. He continued his
ministry in retirement as
a volunteer at St. John
Lutheran Church, also
in Beatrice.

Pastor Grimm died
January 1, 2017, at a
hospital in Lincoln, Neb.
He is survived by his wife,
Wernetta, their two children
and four grandchildren. A
funeral service was held
January 10 at St. John
Lutheran Church of Beatrice.

John Heller
1931-2016
Augustana Theological
Seminary Class of 1958
Pastor John Heller was
ordained in 1958 and
served parishes in the
Bronx, Staten Island and
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. During
his 40 years of parish
ministry he supervised
26 interns from several
seminaries. After he retired
in 1998, he became director
of pastoral care/chaplain
for the newly opened
Lutheran Care Center in
Poughkeepsie. He continued
his ministry at the Care
Center until his death on
November 15, 2016.
A funeral service was
held November 19 at St.
John’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Poughkeepsie.
He is survived by his wife
of 58 years, Mary, their
three children and five
grandchildren.

Richard Horst
1930-2016
Chicago Lutheran
Theological Seminary
Class of 1956
Richard “Dick” Horst once
called himself a nomad
because of his many moves
across the country. He was
ordained in 1956 and served
churches in Illinois before

becoming a chaplain at
Rockford Memorial Hospital.
While there he specialized
in ways to serve in cardiac,
rehabilitation and geriatric
settings, receiving national
recognition by the College
of Chaplains.
Pastor Horst returned
to parish ministry, serving
churches in Wisconsin and
Florida. After his retirement
in 2014, he moved to
California and then back
to Illinois.
He died on November 29,
2016 at Wesley Willows
Health Center in Rockford,
Ill. He was preceded in
death by his wife, Barb.
He is survived by their
three children and four
grandchildren. A memorial
service was held December
10 at Our Saviors Lutheran
Church in Rockford.

Francis W. Johnson
1920-2017
Augustana Class of 1946
LSTC Class of 1977
Ordained in 1946, the Rev.
Dr. Francis Johnson served
congregations in Iowa and
Illinois for 39 years. In 1985
he became a chaplain at
Lutheran Hillside Village in
Peoria, Ill., and served there
for 15 years.
He was a public leader
throughout his ministry
which included serving as
chaplain of the Iowa State
Legislature, on the board
of Lutheran Social Services
of Illinois, chairman of the
boards of the Laurens Iowa
Public Library and Hovenden
Memoriam Hospital in
Laurens, and as co-director
for resettlement of World
War II refugees for the state
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of Iowa.
Pastor Johnson died
January 15 at Lutheran
Hillside Village in Peoria.
His wife of 71 years,
Marian, preceded him in
death on January 4, 2017.
He is survived by their
two children and four
grandchildren. A funeral
service was held January
23 at St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church, Washington, Ill.

Kurt E. Johnson
1942-2017
Class of 1969
Pastor Kurt Johnson
founded Lord of Life
Lutheran Church in Spring,
Texas, and served several
churches in Texas before
returning to his vocation
in journalism and public
relations. For more than 25
years he was a consultant
on legislative and Texas
state agency issues. He
was an associate editor
and writer for Texas Co-op
Power magazine and was
on the staff of the Texas
Register. He received the
Anson Jones Award for
communicating health
information to the public
and the Texas Press
Association award for an
article on criminal justice.
In recent decades
Johnson was a consultant
and lobbyist in the areas
of electric utilities, solid
and hazardous waste
disposal, water resources,
land development, health
care and agency regulation
of a variety of industries.
Johnson died December
11, 2016, in Austin, Texas.
A funeral was held at Hutto
(Texas) Lutheran Church on

IN MEMORIAM

December 28. He is survived
by his wife, Shirley Butler
Johnson, three children and
two grandchildren.

John C. Melin
1928-2017
Augustana Theological
Seminary Class of 1953
Pastor John Melin died
on January 10 at Arbors
Care Center in Toms River,
N.J. He was ordained in
1953 and served parishes
in Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania and New
Jersey. In retirement, he
served as associate pastor
at Holy Cross Lutheran
Church in Toms River and
filled in as a supply pastor
throughout the state until
autumn 2016.
He is survived by his
wife, Yvonne, their two
children, four grandchildren
and two great grandchildren.
A funeral service was held
January 16 at Faith Lutheran
Church, Lavallette, N.J.

Greg Moser
1964-2016
Class of 1991
Pastor Greg Moser touched
tens of thousands of lives in
his 25 years of ministry. He
served as a youth and family
pastor to nearly 1,000
youth at First Lutheran
Church in Sioux Falls, S.D.
As pastor at United in
Faith Lutheran Church in
Chicago, he helped focus a
vision for ministry for a new
congregation formed by the
merger of eight parishes.

The church’s food pantry
grew from serving 1,000
meals annually to providing
nearly 30,000 a year. He
had been pastor at Lutheran
Church of the Master in
Carol Stream, Ill., since 2013.
In 1999 Moser received
a direct commission to
serve as a military chaplain.
He completed basic chaplain
officer training in 2003
and mobilized with the
1-131 Infantry in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom in
2004-05 in Fort Polk, La.
In 2005 he became a trainer
in suicide prevention. He
continued his training in
the military and in 200809 deployed to Afghanistan
with the 33rd IBCT as
part of Taskforce Phoenix
to Operation Enduring
Freedom. Moser was
awarded four Meritorious
Service Medals and the
Army Commendation
Medal. During his years of
service he provided pastoral
care to more than 2,000
uniformed personnel.
In June 2016, Pastor
Moser was diagnosed with
adenocarcinoma, a form
of lung cancer. He died on
December 24. A funeral was
held January 6 at Lutheran
Church of the Master. He
is survived by his wife, the
Rev. Jennifer S. Moser (2010,
MDiv), and four children.

Fred H. de Oliveira
1945-2016
Class of 1997
Fred H. de Oliveira was
ordained and served as pastor

of St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Houston,
Texas, and on the staff of the
Texas-Louisiana Gulf-Coast
Synod. He also had a public
ministry as a teacher and
administrator at Northern
Illinois University (NIU), as a
certified public accountant,
and as a volunteer leader
both in congregations and for
a number of organizations.
He served on the boards of
NIU Campus Ministry, Barb
City Manor, and Children’s
Learning Center.
Pastor de Oliveira
died November 19, 2016,
in DeKalb, Ill. A memorial
service was held on December
3. He is survived by his wife,
Donna, their three children
and six grandchildren.

Paul H. Olson
1928-2016
Augustana Theological
Seminary Class of 1954
While in high school, Paul H.
Olson ran his own logging
business, which helped him
pay for his education. After
his ordination, he served
congregations is Vancouver,
BC, and Minneapolis before
starting Christ the King
Lutheran Church in New
Brighton, Minn. He served
there for 36 years and the
church grew to nearly 3,000
members. He went on to
serve a parish in Yuma,
Ariz. His family says that
he never considered the
ministry work because
it was what he loved.
He was the recipient
of the Paul Harris Award
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from the Rotary Club and
upon his retirement, then
Governor Arne Carlson
designated a “Paul Heiberg
Olson Day in Minnesota.”
Pastor Olson died on
November 30 in St. Paul,
Minn., after a lengthy
illness. A memorial service
was held December 10 at
Christ the King Lutheran
Church. He is survived
by his wife of 66 years,
Dorothy, their three children
and six grandchildren.

David H. Palm
1949-2016
Class of 1980
Between college and
seminary, David Palm spent
four years in the U.S. Air
Force, stationed stateside.
He was ordained in 1980
and served congregations in
Iowa, Indiana and Kentucky
until 2002, when he retired.
After his retirement, he and
his wife, Barbara, became
coordinators of the Parish
Visitor Program at St. Mark
Lutheran Church. He also
continued his interests in
genealogy, needlework and
model trains.
Pastor Palm died at
his home on December 2.
A memorial service was
held December 13 at St.
Paul Lutheran Church in
Davenport, Iowa. He is
survived by his wife, their
two children, three stepsons,
and 14 grandchildren.

TRANSITIONS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Godspeed
Jeff Fitzkappes, teaching and
learning technologist since
2013, has helped faculty and
students get to know both
LSTC’s learning systems and
other applications to make
online teaching and learning
easier and more fun. Before
that he coordinated the
Zygon Symposium on
Religion and Science. See
page 14 for more about Jeff
and his family. He has been
called to serve as pastor of
Trinity Lutheran Church in
Montevideo, Minn.

Department of Fish and
Wildlife. Jason has agreed
to continue as web manager
for several months.
We wish godspeed to
Lawrence Sodeinde, who
served as staff accountant
in LSTC’s Finance Office
for nearly two years as
a Quatrro employee. We
are grateful for his quiet
competence, dedicated
service and his ability to
untangle accounts payable
problems. He has taken
a position at Dominican
University in River Forest, Ill.

Kate Fitzkappes, director of
financial aid since 2016, has
served on the Admissions
and Financial Aid staff since
2009. We will miss Kate’s
warmth, creativity, calm and
willingness to talk through a
problem or idea. See page 14
for more about Kate and her
family. She joins her spouse,
Jeff, in Montevideo, Minn.
Jason McGovern has been
LSTC’s web and media
manager since June 2014.
He has been a jack of all
trades when it comes to
electronic communication,
not only managing the
web, but building up
LSTC’s Facebook and
Twitter followers, recording
and posting lectures
and sermons online and
recording and editing
videos for LSTC. He’s also
a talented photographer.
He has moved to the
Minneapolis area, where
his wife, Amy, has a
new position with the

Vanessa Buenconsejo

Welcome
On January 1, Vanessa
Buenconsejo began work as
LSTC’s new development
programs coordinator.
She is responsible for
coordinating the daily
activities and functions that
support the programs of
the Advancement Office.
Vanessa provides direct
support for Jessica Houston,
assistant vice president

for development programs
and administrative support
for specific Advancement
functions in gift operations,
events, and campaign
related activities and
initiatives. Vanessa is a
native Chicagoan. Before
coming to LSTC, she
taught in Rome, Italy and
Songyuan, China. She
also worked with several
Chicago area nonprofit
organizations. Vanessa
studied at John Cabot
University in Rome, Italy.
Her email is vanessa.
buenconsejo@lstc.edu.
Michael Dixon joined the
Advancement Office in
November 2016, working
with the team on planned
giving by major donors and
alumni. He has more than 20
years of experience consulting
in the banking and financial
services industry.
Michael is a past
board member of the
Lutheran Child and Family
Services of Illinois, and
a regular contributor to
his congregation (Luther
Memorial of Chicago) in
the areas of endowment
and resource management.
He resides in the Kenwood
neighborhood of Chicago
with his wife and son.
Waseem Nisar joined
LSTC’s Finance Office on
September 1 as controller.
He has extensive experience
in public sector accounting.
He is part of the Quatrro
staff that provides financial
and accounting services
to LSTC.
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Langston Roberson

Langston Roberson is
LSTC’s new gift processing
manager in the Office
for Advancement. He is
responsible for managing
gift and constituent
data to support the daily
operational needs as well as
the fundraising initiatives
and strategies of LSTC. He
started as a permanent
employee on February
6. Langston is a native
Chicagoan.
After serving as an
assistant manager for
Oberweis Dairy and a
campaign strategist for
President Obama’s 2008
campaign in Ohio, Langston
has specialized in development and gift processing.
He worked in development
offices for the Museum
of Science and Industry,
Americorps and the Hadley
Institute. His email is
langston.roberson@lstc.edu.

LIFE AT LSTC

Senior MDiv student Katie Jacob preached
in chapel in February. Listen to her and
others’ sermons at soundcloud.com/lstcchicago.

LSTC MDiv student Andrew Baumgartner receives ashes during LSTC and
McCormick Seminary’s joint Ash Wednesday worship service.

Pastors Vickie Johnson and Drew
Rindfleisch were part of the Martin Luther
King Jr. Day panel discussion at LSTC.

The LSTC and McCormick communities
shared food and fun on Shrove Tuesday.

Maija Mikkelsen, Troy Medlin, Christine Yucha, Matt James, Samson Samuel and
Frantisek Janak enjoy a late winter snow in Chicago.
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EVENTS AT LSTC

© Sandy Poenitch

29th Annual Gospel Choir Concert
Come, be inspired by the joyful sounds of LSTC
and guest choirs at the 29th Annual Gospel
Concert in the Augustana Chapel at LSTC on
Sunday, April 23, at 4 p.m.
Choirs from Chicago’s St. Sabina Catholic
Church and Bethel Lutheran Church are on the
program along with LSTC’s liturgical dance team,
Ekklesia and LSTC’s Gospel Choir led by Dr. Keith
“Doc” Hampton, cantor to the LSTC community.

The concert is a benefit for the Grover Wright
and the Rev. Carole A. Burns Scholarship Funds.
The 2017 scholarships will be awarded during
the concert.
Admission is free, but a freewill donation
gathered at the concert to support the scholarships. Contact the LSTC Advancement Office at
advancement@lstc.edu to be a sponsor of the
29th Annual Gospel Concert.

2017 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
Public Church, Public Leaders
Telling Stories: Reforming an Evangelical Mission in Turbulent Times
LSTC’s 2017 Leadership Conference, takes place on campus October 10-12.

Tuesday, October 10

Thursday, October 12

Afternoon	Opening plenary & sessions

Morning	Sessions and
Sending Worship

Evening	Conference Banquet honoring
classes celebrating a five- or
10-year anniversary in 2017

Watch www.lstc.edu for more details
including cost and housing.

Wednesday, October 11
Full Day	Worship, plenaries, panels
and workshops

Contact Jen Thomas jthomas@lstc.edu

Evening	2016 Distinguished Alumni
Awards & Festive Reception
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Professors Mark Swanson
and Barbara Rossing get a
close look at the rare Greek
New Testament manuscript,
Codex 1424
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