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ACTS Doctor of Ministry in Preaching
LSTC Summer Session

Faith Convictions, Preaching, and Mission
June 23-27, 2008

The Rev. Craig A. Satterlee, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Homiletics, Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago
Dean, ACTS Doctor of Ministry in Preaching Program
1100 E. 55  Street, Chicago, IL  60615th

Office LSTC #314 ! Phone (773) 256-0752 ! E Mail:  csatterl@lstc.edu  Note:  My email
correspondence is pithy, terse and succinct.  I do not generally do well with email
attachments and prefer not to receive them.    

Course Desc ription

The faith convictions preachers and listeners bring to the Sunday sermon impact both
preaching and congregational mission.  This course aims to help participants identify
and articulate their own faith convictions, recognize different faith convictions operative
in their ministry contexts, and gain practical skills both in leading conversations about
people’s faith convictions and preaching to people with faith convictions other than their
own.  This course is a seminar and will emphasize discussion rather than lecture. It is
provided by LSTC for upper level M.Div. students and pastors seeking a continuing
education course, as well as participants from the ACTS D.Min. in Preaching program.   

Statement of  Goals

Participants will

• identify and articulate their own faith convictions on these topics: the purpose of
preaching; the nature of faith; faith and daily life; Christian community; mission; and
the future.

• recognize the diverse faith convictions operative in their ministry contexts.

• gain practical skills in leading conversations about people’s faith convictions.

• gain skills for preaching to people with faith convictions other than their own. 

Required Rea ding (To Be Completed Prior to the Start of Class)

O. Wesley Allen, Jr., The Homiletic of All Believers: A Conversational Approach to
Proclamation and Preaching, Westminster John Knox Pres, 2005.

Joseph R. Jeter, Jr. and Ronald J. Allen, One Gospel, Many Ears: Preaching for
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Different Listeners in the Congregation, Chalice Press, 2002.

Mary Alice Mulligan, Diane Turner-Sharazz, Dawn Ottoni Wilhelm, and Ronald J. Allen,
Believing in Preaching: What Listeners Hear in Sermons, Chalice Press, 2005.

James R. Nieman and Thomas G. Rogers, Preaching to Every Pew: Cross Cultural
Strategies, Augsburg Fortress, 2001.

Craig A. Satterlee,When God Speaks through You: How Faith Convictions Shape
Preaching and Mission, The Alban Institute, 2007.

Inst ructor ’s A ssum pt ions in  Planning th is Course

• As a teacher and preacher (and child of God for that matter) I have a unique voice
that is both gifted and limited.  My voice has been shaped by many factors including
twenty years of ordained ministry, academic work in homiletics and liturgy at the
doctoral level, scholarly expertise and pastoral experience in preaching and
teaching preaching for thirteen years.  My voice cannot and does not include
firsthand expertise of all worship, cultural and congregational contexts and styles of
preaching.  Part of the gift/limit of my voice is that I am legally blind.  I am highly
attuned to oral communication and less attuned to visual/nonverbal communication. 
I assume that, for some of you, having a professor (teacher, scholar, ordained
minister, someone who has power over you) who also manages a disability is a new
experience.  If you have questions or concerns, please speak to me.  

• God through the church has called you to preach.  You have a unique voice that is
shaped by many factors, including your faith, culture, experience, and style of
learning.  Your voice, too, is both gifted and limited.  Our task is to help you develop
your voice by gaining confidence as well as competence.

• This course is but a step on the continuing journey of becoming a proclaimer of
Jesus Christ.  Some among us have been on this journey for a while and therefore
bring considerable experience; for others this journey is brand new.  Yet, this single
course must attempt to serve us all.  It cannot answer every question, address
every issue, and meet every need.

• Preaching is the point of intersection between theology and practice, faith and life. 
It’s “where the rubber meets the road.”  Preaching is also the chief responsibility of
the pastor.  We will therefore work hard in this course; we will also have fun.

• Preaching cannot be separated from other areas of ministry.  We will therefore
inevitably find ourselves discussing topics and issues beyond preaching per se. 

• There are many appropriate ways of preaching.  There are also some inappropriate
ways of preaching.  This course cannot teach all the appropriate ways of preaching. 
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We will teach a framework that provides a foundation for them all.  We will also
strongly warn against inappropriate ways of preaching.

• God speaks through a method of preaching.  We are called to work as though
preaching depends on us but to trust, because ultimately preaching depends upon
God.  A method of preaching enables us to do both.  I assume that you have a
method of preaching.

• Preaching requires balance--work and leisure, prayer and study, time together and
time alone, time structured and time not. 

• My own experience, as well as that of the vast majority of the students I’ve taught,
is that input from the instructor prior to preaching is as valuable (and probably more
so) as evaluative feedback after preaching.  Therefore, we use a step-by-step
process.  Emphasis is on preparation rather than review.  If you learn better in a
different way, please make an appointment to speak to me about how we can
better help you to learn.

• On the one hand, I approach this course as a doctoral seminar in that I assume
leadership will be shared and that you are doing the assigned reading and
research. On the other hand, inasmuch as program evaluations indicate that
participants want to hear from their instructors, several lectures are included as part
of the course.  I do not generally use class time to review assigned reading.  If you
have questions or concerns, or desire a different direction, please bring this desire
to our attention. 

• I assume that you will let me know how things are going, both in this class and
elsewhere if they are impacting this class.

Assignme nts

• Pray for our class, for your preaching, for your colleagues, and for the instructor. 

• Other assignments, in addition to those listed below, may be required.

Pre-Work (To be completed prior to the start of the course)

• Read Allen.  What is your assessment of his “conversational approach to
preaching”?

• Read Satterlee.  This book is the core of the course.  Be prepared to engage in
conversation on the chapters in this book and to lead the conversation on an
assigned chapter.  

• Read Jeter and Allen, Mulligan et al, and Nieman and Rogers..  What strategies for
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preaching to people different from yourself do you find helpful?  For each book, list
the 3-5 insights you find most significant.  

Class Work (To be completed during the course)

• Attendance at all class sessions is expected.

• Participation in discussion that reflects careful and timely reading and
comprehension, completed assignments, and involvement in a collegial (gentle yet
honest) analysis of the sermons preached in class.

• Lead a Discussion of an assigned chapter in Satterlee.   

Preaching

• A first sermon preached to the class.  Task: Preach a sermon directed to people
whose faith convictions differ from your own.  The sermon topic should be one of
those addressed in Satterlee (the purpose of preaching; the nature of faith; faith
and daily life; Christian community; mission; and the future) and the sermon should
employ strategies from the course reading.    

• A second sermon preached to your ministry setting.  Task: Preach to individuals or
groups that are different from you.  The criteria for Sermon #1 apply.  ACTS D.Min.
In Preaching participants will preach the second sermon as part of the program’s
regular rotation (second sermon in November); other participants will negotiate a
sermon date with the professor that is no later than September 14, 2008.

Post-Work (To be completed after the course)

• Reflection Paper that includes evidence of class discussion and readings and
outlines your preparation and review of the second sermon.  

Recommended

• Journal keeping. A preaching journal is often helpful in charting development of
insights for both sermon preparation and for the reflection paper.

• Partners in Preaching.  Partner with someone for support/encouragement/help.

Incomple tes and Exte nsions  

Incompletes and extensions will be granted only in extraordinary and/or catastrophic
circumstances.  Ask yourself:  Does this situation warrant my not preaching on Sunday? 
If it does, contact me and we will discuss it.   I will not grant incompletes and extensions
after the fact.  
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Outl ine and Content of the Course  (Tentative)

Monday, June 23

8:30-9:30 AM Introduction to the Course and to One Another

9:30-11:15 AM “Conversational Preaching” (Discuss Allen, The Homiletic of All
Believers) (With Break)

11:30-12:00 Noon Worship

12:00-2:15 PM Lunch and Faculty Orientation

2:30-3:30 PM “Is Preaching Leadership?”  (Satterlee, Chapter 2)

3:30 PM Break

3:45 PM  “Preaching” (Satterlee, Chapter 3)

Tuesday, June 24

8:30-9:45 AM Discuss Jeter and Allen

9:45-10:15 AM Break

10:15-11:30 AM “Faith” (Satterlee, Chapter 4)

11:30-12:00 Noon Worship

12:00-1:30 PM Lunch

1:30-2:45 PM “Daily Life” (Satterlee, Chapter 5)

3:15 PM Break

3:15-4:30 PM “Christian Community” (Satterlee, Chapter 6)

4:30 PM Reflect on the Conversation

Wednesday, June 25

8:30-9:45 AM Discuss Mulligan et al

9:45-10:15 AM Break

10:15-11:30 AM “Mission” (Satterlee, Chapter 7)

11:30-12:00 Noon Worship
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12:00-1:30 PM Lunch

2:00-5:00 PM Meet with Advisers

Thursday, June 26

8:30-9:45 AM Discuss Nieman and Rogers

9:45-10:15 AM “Future” (Satterlee, Chapter 8)

10:15-11:30 AM

11:30-12:00 Noon Worship

12:00-1:30 PM Lunch

1:30-5:00 PM Sermon Wokshop: Community, Topic, Strategy

Friday, June 27

8:30-11:15 AM Sermons and Review

11:30-12:00 Noon Worship

12:00-1:30 PM Lunch

1:30-4:30 PM Sermons and Review

4:30 PM Course Evaluation
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