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Course:  H 436: African American Religious History 
Instructor:  Monica A. Coleman  Semester:  Spring 2008 
 
Statement of Goals 
• To survey the historical trajectory of African-American religious practices 
• To examine the various influences upon African-American religious development 
• To offer students a communal experience of an African American religion in the Chicago area 
• To situate primary sources (experience and narrative) in African American religions to secondary sources 

and theories 
• To develop students’ analysis of contemporary conversations on race and religion in relation to particular 

aspects of African American religious history 
 
Outline and content of course: 
I.        Slave Religion 
II.      African American Christianity 
III.     Non-Christian African American Religions 
IV.     African American Religious Experiences 
 
Required work for course: 
Reflection Questions.  Students will write down and turn in a question raised from the class readings, lectures 
and videos.   
Quizzes.  These will cover the material from the lectures and required readings. 
Worship Experience.  Attendance at a contemporary communal gathering (worship/ prayer etc.) of one of the 
specified dimensions of African American religion.  Students will write a short paper evaluating the worship. 
Final Presentation and Paper.  Students will work in groups and choose a religion from the given selection.  The 
presentation will cover the history of the religion, the history of African American experience in the religion (if 
applicable), the belief structure and the experience of an individual practitioner in the African American 
expression of the religion.  Each student will write a final paper that covers one aspect of the presentation.   
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