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B-511  Reading Romans in Its Social, Political, and Religious Contexts 
Instructor: Robert Brawley                    
 

Statement of goals:  The course is designed to enable participants to develop an 
informed understanding of Paul's Epistle to the Romans and to develop skills in 
interpretation.  By the end of the course, the student should have acquired (1) knowledge 
of the nature and content of Romans, (2) an understanding of the theology of Paul, (3) 
skills in using interpretive methods, and (4) an appreciation of interpreting Romans as a 
cross-cultural experience. 

 
Outline and content of course: 
In additional to traditional philological, grammatical, and literary approaches, the course will 
employ social identity theory with a post-colonial perspective on empire. Attention will also be 
given to the so-called “new perspective on Paul” with a critique. The course will consider the 
character and purposes of Romans; the literary frame of the epistle; the use of Romans in 
debates about same sex eroticism; Paul, the Law, and Israel; relationships with those who have 
power to rule; the problem of “the weak” and “the strong.” 
 
Required work for course: 
Reading Romans, textbooks, and assigned articles in preparation for class discussion. 
Each participant will write three brief interpretative papers (no more than 3 pages) on Romans 
3:21-31; 7:7-25; 11:25-32. Each participant will make a brief oral presentation on an article. 
Each participant will submit an exegetical paper at the end of the term. 
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Additional information: 
Philip Esler, Conflict and Identity in Romans: The Social Setting of Paul's Ministry; Neil 
Elliott, The Rhetoric of Romans: Argumentative Restraint and Strategy and Paul's Dialogue 
with Judaism. Additional readings will be articles posted on Jenzabar. 
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